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Screenwriters: 
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Roberts, Phil Ford, Jamie Mathieson, 
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-  Eighth Series 234 

-  Ninth Series 248 



1 - Title:  Dr Who – Eight Series - Complete 
 

Storyline 

The eighth series of the British science fiction television programme Doctor Who began on 23 August 2014 with 

"Deep Breath" and ended with "Death in Heaven" on 8 November 2014. The series was officially ordered in May 

2013, and led by head writer and executive producer Steven Moffat, alongside executive producer Brian Minchin. 

Nikki Wilson, Peter Bennett and Paul Frift served as producers. The series is the eighth to air following the 

programme's revival in 2005, the thirty-fourth season overall, and the first series since series five not to be split into 

two parts. 

 

The series is the first to star Peter Capaldi as the Twelfth Doctor, an alien Time Lord who travels through time and 

space in his TARDIS, which appears to be a British police box on the outside. It also stars Jenna Coleman as his 

companion, Clara Oswald. Also playing a major recurring role in the series is Samuel Anderson as Danny Pink, 

Clara's boyfriend. The main story arc revolves around a mysterious woman called Missy (portrayed by Michelle 

Gomez), who is often seen welcoming people who have died throughout the series to the "Promised Land", a place 

that serves as an apparent afterlife to deceased characters. Missy's true identity is later revealed to be the Doctor's arch-

enemy, the Master, who has hatched a plan using the help of the Cybermen and through manipulation of the Doctor 

and Clara's relationship. 

 

Steven Moffat was directly involved with the writing of seven episodes; he received sole credit for four episodes, and 

was credited as a co-writer for the remaining three. Other writers who worked on this series included Phil Ford, Mark 

Gatiss, Stephen Thompson, Gareth Roberts, Peter Harness, Jamie Mathieson (who wrote two), and novelist Frank 

Cottrell-Boyce. Directors of the series included ones who had previously worked with Moffat on the show, and brand 

new ones. Filming began on 6 January 2014 and lasted exactly seven months, ending on 6 August. 

 

The series premiere was watched by 9.17 million viewers, the highest ratings for a premiere since Matt Smith's first 

episode as the Doctor back in 2010. Ratings remained consistent throughout the course of the series, seeing a low of 

6.71 million viewers with the episode "Flatline", and ended with 7.60 million people watching the finale (up 150,000 

viewers from the previous season finale). The eighth series became the highest-rated series ever in the US with an 

average audience of 2.04 million viewers. Critical reaction to the series was highly positive, with praise going to the 

writing, directing, and acting, with a number of individual episodes receiving critical acclaim. 

 

 

 

Cast                                            
The show's star from 2010, Matt Smith announced in June 2013 that he would be leaving Doctor Who following the 

2013 Christmas episode "The Time of the Doctor". His replacement was announced, after several weeks of 

speculation, on a special live broadcast called Doctor Who Live: The Next Doctor on 4 August as Peter Capaldi, who 

up to that point was best known for portraying spin doctor Malcolm Tucker in the BBC comedy series The Thick of It. 

Capaldi had previously appeared on the show as Caecilius in "The Fires of Pompeii", as well as John Frobisher in the 

Doctor Who spin-off Torchwood: Children of Earth. 

 

In October 2013, actress Neve McIntosh stated in an interview that recurring characters Madame Vastra, Jenny Flint 

and Strax (known to fans as "the Paternoster Gang") were due to return in the series premiere "Deep Breath". On 24 

February 2014, it was announced that Gavin & Stacey actor Samuel Anderson would join the cast as the recurring 

character Danny Pink, a teacher and Clara's colleague at Coal Hill School. 

 

Beyond the return of the Paternoster Gang, and the casting of Samuel Anderson, the first major guest star of the series 

was announced in March 2014 when it was revealed that Keeley Hawes had been cast in episode five as a character 

named Ms. Delphox. Subsequently, Tom Riley, Ben Miller, Hermione Norris, Frank Skinner, Foxes, Christopher 

Fairbank, Sanjeev Bhaskar, and Chris Addison were cast in guest roles. 

 

Jemma Redgrave and Ingrid Oliver reprised their roles of Kate Stewart and Osgood, respectively, last seen in the 

fiftieth anniversary special "The Day of the Doctor", in the two-part series final "Dark Water" / "Death in Heaven". 

Michelle Gomez was later cast as a character named Missy, described as "The Gatekeeper of the Nether sphere" and 

was originally announced to be featured in the series finale; however, Gomez also appeared in the series' first, second, 



sixth, ninth and tenth episodes as part of a recurring story arc. In "Dark Water", it was revealed that Missy is in fact 

The Master, with Gomez taking over the role from John Simm. 
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Parental Guidance 

Certification 

Argentina:13  Australia:PG (Most episodes)  Australia:M (some episodes)  Brazil:10  Brazil:12  Canada:PG  Canada:G (Quebec)  Finland:K-11 

(DVD)  France:Tous publics  Germany:12  Germany:16 (season 2)  India:U  India:12+ (self-applied)  Ireland:G (some episodes)  Israel:13 (self-

applied)  Italy:T  Japan:G  Netherlands:9 (season 8)  Netherlands:6 (some episodes)  New Zealand:PG (some episodes)  New Zealand:M (some 

episodes)  Norway:12 (Netflix self-rating)  Poland:12  Russia:16+  Singapore:PG (series 1 to 3)  Singapore:PG13 (series 5, series 6, series 7 part 

1)  Singapore:NC16 (series 8)  South Africa:13 (some episodes)  South Korea:15  Spain:13 (Netflix)  Sweden:7+ (self-applied)  United 

Kingdom:U  United Kingdom:PG (most episodes)  United Kingdom:U (one episode)  United Kingdom:12 (some episodes)  United States:TV-

PG  United States:Not Rated (DVD rating)  United States:TV-Y7-FV (some episodes, some airings)  United Arab Emirates:12 (self-applied) 

 

Sex & Nudity – None, Violence & Gore- Mild, Profanity- Mild,  Alcohol, drugs & smoking- None,  Frightening & Intense Scenes - 

Moderate 
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William Hartnell (1963-66)             Paterick Troughton (1966-69)     Jon Pertwee (1970-74)               Tom Baker (1974-81) 
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Peter Davison (1982-84)         Colin Baker (1984-86)                Sylvester McCoy (1987-89)     Paul McGann (1996)                 Christoper Eccleston (2005) 

 

 
 

 

               
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

David Tennant (2005-2010)      Matt Smith (2010-2013)             Peter Capaldi (2013-2017)       Jodie Whittaker (1028-2022)   David Tennant (2023) 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 So Far!..... 
 
          2023 

 

 
 

 

Ncuti Gatwa (2024-) 
 

 

 
First Doctor: William Hartnell 

Second Doctor: Patrick Troughton  

Third Doctor: Jon Pertwee 
Fourth Doctor: Tom Baker 

Fifth Doctor: Peter Davison 

Sixth Doctor: Colin Baker 
Valeyard: Michael Jayston 

Seventh Doctor: Sylvester McCoy 

Eighth Doctor: Paul McGann 
Ninth Doctor: Christopher Eccleston 

Tenth Doctor: David Tennant 

Meta-Crisis Doctor: David Tennant 
Eleventh Doctor: Matt Smith 

War Doctor: John Hurt 

Twelfth Doctor: Peter Capaldi 
Thirteenth Doctor: Jodie Whittaker 

Fugitive Doctor: Jo Martin 
Fourteenth Doctor: David Tennant 

Fifteenth Doctor: Ncuti Gatwa 

How many actors have played The Doctor?  

     

     

 

How many actors have played The Doctor? 

19 actors have played the role of The Doctor so far. 

 

While there are officially 15 numbered Doctors, due to 

alternative versions of the character as mentioned in the 

list above, there have actually been 19 different 

incarnations of the Time Lord over the years. 

 

This list is specific to the TV show however and doesn’t 

take into account spin-off material, such as the 1965/66 

films where actor Peter Cushing played the protagonist. 
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