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Storyline

George Smiley is called out of retirement when one of his former assets, an émigré general, is found murdered. In
tidying up loose ends for the "Circus", his former employer, he discovers a clandestine operation run by his nemesis,
Karla, for his own personal benefit. Smiley is able to use this irregularity against Karla, forcing him to defect to the
West. The murder of a Soviet defector forces his old handler, British spymaster George Smiley, out of retirement. His
investigation leads to an old nemesis, the Soviet spymaster known only as "Karla". The ‘Circus’, is so overwhelmed by
political considerations that it doesn't want to know what happened. Smiley begins to follow up the clues of his friends’
past days, discovering that the clues lead to a high person in the Russian Secret Service and a secret important enough to
kill for. Smiley continues to put together the pieces a step ahead or a step behind the Russian killers. This will be their
final dance.

Review: Definitely the best film version of the books. More artful than Tinker Tailor and much more intense. The
characters are more developed, especially Smiley's. The end of the movie had me on the edge of my seat, the suspense
was incredible. If you enjoy spy films, this is absolutely essential viewing. (IMDDb)

Cast

Alec Guinness as George Smiley
Eileen Atkins as Madame Ostrakova

Maureen Lipman as Stella Craven
Dudley Sutton as Oleg Kirov

Michael Byrne as Peter Guillam Michael Gough as Mikhel
Bernard Hepton as Toby Esterhase Michael Elphick as Detective Chief
Anthony Bate as Sir Oliver Lacon Superintendent
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Michael Lonsdale as Anton Grigoriev Paul Herzberg as Villem Craven
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Bill Paterson as Lauder Strickland
Sian Phillips as Ann Smiley

Mario Adorf as Claus Kretschmar
Tessy Kuhls as Frau Kretzschmar
Patrick Stewart as Karla

Curd Jiirgens as Gen. Vladimir
Vladek Sheybal as Otto Leipzig
Rosalie Crutchley as Mother Felicity
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