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Storyline

Philadelphia-based child psychologist Malcolm Crowe returns home with his wife, Anna, after having been
honoured for his work. Vincent Grey, a former patient Malcolm had treated for hallucinations, breaks into their
house and accuses Malcolm of failing him before shooting Malcolm and then himself.

Months later, Malcolm begins working with Cole Sear, a 9-year-old boy who reminds him of Vincent. He feels
he must help Cole to rectify his failure to help Vincent and reconcile with Anna, who has become distant and
cold. Cole's mother, Lynn, worries about his social skills, especially after seeing signs of physical harm. At a
birthday party, Cole is cornered by bullies who lock him in a cupboard, causing him to scream in terror before
passing out. Following this incident, Cole finally confides to Malcolm that he sees ghosts walking around like
the living, but they only see what they want to see and are unaware that they are dead.

Malcolm thinks Cole is delusional and considers dropping his case, but after listening to an audiotape from a
session with Vincent, he hears a man tearfully begging for help in Spanish and realizes that the ghosts Cole sees
are real. He suggests that Cole try to communicate with the ghosts and help them finish their business, to which
Cole hesitantly agrees.

Cole awakens one night to discover a ghost girl vomiting. He finds out who she is and goes with Malcolm to the
funeral reception at her home. Cole sneaks into the girl's room, where she crawls out from under her bed and
gives him a box containing a videotape, which he gives to her father. The tape reveals the girl's step-mother
poisoning her food, alerting her father to this and saving her younger sister from the same fate.

Before parting ways with Malcolm, Cole suggests that he try speaking to Anna while she is asleep to
communicate better with her.

While stuck in traffic, Cole tells his mother his secret and says that someone died in an accident down the road.
When Lynn does not believe him, Cole tells her his late grandmother visits him and describes how she saw
Lynn in a dance performance when she was a child, giving details that he could not have known. Cole's mother
finally accepts the fact that her son has a special ability and tearfully embraces him.

Malcolm returns home to find Anna talking in her sleep, asking Malcolm why he left her, much to his
confusion. When she suddenly drops Malcolm's wedding ring, he notices that it is not on his finger. Recalling
what Cole told him about dead people only seeing what they want to see and not knowing they are dead,
Malcolm finally realizes he did not survive being shot by Vincent and has been dead while working with Cole.
He quickly comes to terms with his death and tells Anna that he loves her. She bids him goodnight, indicating
that she is now at peace and can move on. With his business finally complete, Malcolm's spirit departs in a flash
of light.

Cast

Bruce Willis as Malcolm Crowe

Haley Joel Osment as Cole Sear

Toni Collette as Lynn Sear

Olivia Williams as Anna Crowe
Donnie Wahlberg as Vincent Grey
Glenn Fitzgerald as Sean

Mischa Barton as Kyra Collins

Trevor Morgan as Tommy Tammisimo
Bruce Norris as Mr. Stanley Cunningham
Angelica Page as Mrs. Collins

Greg Wood as Mr. Collins

M. Night Shyamalan as Dr. Hill

Peter Tambakis as Darren

Jeffrey Zubernis as Bobby



Parents Guide

Certification

Argentina:13  Australia:M Brazil:12 Canada:14A (Alberta/British Columbia) Canada:PG (Manitoba/Nova Scotia)
Canada:AA (Ontario) Canada:13+ (Québec) Chile:TE Czechia:12 Denmark:15 Egypt:Not Rated Finland:K-16
Finland:K-15/13 Finland:K-16/13 France:12 Germany:16 (w) Hong Kong:IIB Hungary:16 Iceland:16 India:UA (re-
rating) India:A (1999, original rating) Indonesia:17+ (self-applied) Ireland:15 Italy:VM14 Japan:R-15 Malaysia:18SG
Mexico:C Netherlands:16 New Zealand:M Nigeria:12A  Norway:15 Peru:14  Philippines:PG-13  Poland:12
Portugal:M/12  Russia:12+ Saudi Arabia:R12 Singapore:PG Singapore:PG13 (re-rating, Disney+ rating) South
Africa:13 South Korea:12 Spain:13 Sweden:11 Switzerland:16 (canton of Geneva) Switzerland:16 (canton of Vaud)
Taiwan:0+ Thailand:15+ Thailand:15 + (self-applied) Turkey:15+ (DVD rating) United Kingdom:15 United States:PG-
13 (No. 36763) United States:TV-PG (V) United Arab Emirates:PG-15 (self-applied)

Sex & Nudity

Mild

Violence & Gore

Moderate

Profanity

Mild

Alcohol, Drugs & Smoking

Mild

Frightening & Intense Scenes

Moderate

MPAA Rated PG-13 for intense thematic material and violent images
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