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Storyline

The series follows the life of a boy named Harry Potter. In the first book, Harry Potter and the
Philosopher's Stone, Harry lives in a cupboard under the stairs in the house of the Dursleys, his aunt,
uncle and cousin, Dudley. The Dursleys consider themselves perfectly normal, but at the age of 11,
Harry discovers that he is a wizard. He meets a half-giant named Hagrid who invites him to attend the
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Harry learns that as a baby, his parents were murdered
by the dark wizard Lord Voldemort. When Voldemort attempted to kill Harry, his curse rebounded
and Harry survived with a lightning-shaped scar on his forehead.

Harry becomes a student at Hogwarts and is sorted into Gryffindor House. He gains the friendship of
Ron Weasley, a member of a large but poor wizarding family, and Hermione Granger, a witch of non-
magical, or Muggle, parentage. Harry encounters the school's potions master, Severus Snape, who
displays a dislike for him; the rich pure-blood Draco Malfoy whom he develops an enmity with; and
the Defence Against the Dark Arts teacher, Quirinus Quirrell, who turns out to be allied with Lord
Voldemort. The first book concludes with Harry's confrontation with VVoldemort, who, in his quest to
regain a body, yearns to gain the power of the Philosopher's Stone, a substance that bestows
everlasting life.

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets describes Harry's second year at Hogwarts. Students are
attacked and petrified by an unknown creature; wizards of Muggle parentage are the primary targets.
The attacks appear related to the Chamber of Secrets, a fifty-year-old mystery at the school. Harry
discovers an ability to speak the snake language Parseltongue, which he learns is rare and associated
with the Dark Arts. When Hermione is attacked, Harry and Ron uncover the chamber's secrets and
enter it. Harry discovers that the chamber was opened by Ron's younger sister, Ginny Weasley, who
was possessed by an old diary in her belongings. The memory of Tom Marvolo Riddle, VVoldemort's
younger self, resided inside the diary and unleashed the basilisk, an ancient monster that Kills those
who make direct eye contact. Harry draws the Sword of Gryffindor from the Sorting Hat, slays the
basilisk and destroys the diary.

Cast (Main Casting)

Aside from the three lead actors, other notable cast members include Robbie Coltrane as Rubeus
Hagrid, Tom Felton as Draco Malfoy, Alan Rickman as Severus Snape, and Dame Maggie Smith as
Minerva McGonagall. Richard Harris, who played the role of Professor Albus Dumbledore, died on 25
October 2002 causing the role to be re-cast for the third instalment, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of
Azkaban. David Heyman and director Alfonso Cuardn chose Michael Gambon to portray the character
of Dumbledore, which he did for all succeeding films. Notable recurring cast members include Helena
Bonham Carter as Bellatrix Lestrange, Warwick Davis as Filius Flitwick, Ralph Fiennes as Lord
Voldemort, Brendan Gleeson as Alastor Moody, Richard Griffiths as Vernon Dursley, Jason Isaacs as
Lucius Malfoy, Gary Oldman as Sirius Black, Fiona Shaw as Petunia Dursley, Timothy Spall as Peter



Pettigrew, David Thewlis as Remus Lupin, Emma Thompson as Sybill Trelawney, Mark Williams as
Arthur Weasley, and Julie Walters as Molly Weasley.

The series has seen many returning crew members from various departments, including Tim Burke,
visual effects supervisor; Peter Doyle, digital film colourist; Nick Dudman, make-up and creature
effects designer; David Holmes, stunt double; Amanda Knight, make-up artist; Stephenie McMillan,
set designer; Greg Powell, stunt coordinator; Jany Temime, costume designer; and Fiona Weir, casting
director.
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Sex & Nudity

None

Violence & Gore

Mild

Profanity

Mild
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None
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Mild

MPAA Rated PG for some scary moments and mild language
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