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1. Title: Forrest Gump
Storyline

In 1981, a man named Forrest Gump recounts his life story to strangers who happen to sit next to him at a bus
stop.

As a boy in 1956, Forrest has an IQ of 75 and is fitted with leg braces to correct a curved spine. He lives in
Greenbow, Alabama, with his mother, who runs a boarding house and encourages him to live beyond his
disabilities. Among their temporary tenants is a young Elvis Presley, who plays the guitar for Forrest and is inspired
to incorporate the boy's jerky leg and hip movements into his performances. While trying to enrol Forrest in public
school, the principal informs his mom that Forrest cannot attend with his IQ being 5 points below the minimum to
attend. Later, Mrs. Gump has sex with the principal so he will enrol him. On his first day of school, Forrest meets a
girl named Jenny Curran, and the two become best friends. Jenny is a victim of sexual abuse at the hands of her
widowed, alcoholic father, but she is later removed from his custody.

Bullied because of his leg braces and dim wittedness, Forrest flees from a group of children, but when his braces
break off, he is revealed to be a fast runner. With this talent, he receives a football scholarship at the University of
Alabama in 1962, where he is coached by Bear Bryant, becomes a top kick returner, is named to the All-American
team, and meets president John F. Kennedy at the White House. In his first year at college, he witnesses Governor
George Wallace's Stand in the Schoolhouse Door and returns a dropped book to Vivian Malone Jones, one of the
students admitted over state resistance. He visits Jenny at her college, where the two have an awkward sexual
encounter.

After graduating from college in 1966, Forrest enlists in the U.S. Army. During basic training, he befriends a fellow
soldier named Benjamin Buford Blue (nicknamed "Bubba"), who becomes a close friend and convinces Forrest to
go into the shrimping business with him after their service. While on leave, Forrest goes to Memphis, Tennessee, to
see Jenny, who was expelled from college for posing in Playboy in her college sweater, and now works as a singer
in a strip club. However, he embarrasses her by attacking some patrons who were harassing her, causing the two
to part ways. Soon afterwards, Forrest and Bubba are sent to fight in Vietnam, serving with the 9th Infantry Division
in the Mekong Delta region under Lieutenant Dan Taylor. After months of routine operations, their platoon is
ambushed while on patrol, and several members of the platoon are killed in action, including Bubba. Forrest saves
several others, including Lieutenant Dan, who loses both of his lower legs, while Forrest is shot "in the buttocks."
While recovering from his wound, Forrest develops a talent for ping pong. Dan is embittered from having his life
saved as he had hoped to die in combat like his ancestors, and detests being handicapped. Forrest is awarded the
Medal of Honor for his heroism by President Lyndon B. Johnson.

At an anti-war March on the Pentagon rally, Forrest meets Abbie Hoffman, encounters a Black Panther group, and
reunites with Jenny, who has become a drug-addicted hippie and anti-war activist, but the two are soon parted
again when she leaves for San Francisco with her abusive boyfriend, Wesley, the president of SDS at Berkeley.
Forrest plays ping-pong in the special services, competing against Chinese teams in ping-pong diplomacy,
becoming a celebrity, and earns himself an interview alongside John Lennon on The Dick Cavett Show, appearing
to influence Lennon's song "Imagine”. Forrest spends 1972 New Year's Eve in New York City with Lieutenant Dan,
who has become an alcoholic, still bitter about his disability and the government's apathy towards Vietham War
veterans. Forrest does not enjoy the company of Lt. Dan's prostitutes because of his devotion to Jenny, and rejects
their advances, leading Lt. Dan to angrily throw them out for insulting Forrest. Forrest's ping-pong success
eventually leads to a meeting with President Richard Nixon. He is given a room in the Watergate complex, where
he unwittingly exposes the Watergate scandal.

In 1974, Forrest is honourably discharged from the Army, and returns to Greenbow, where he accepts $25,000 to
use a ping-pong paddle with Mao Zedong on it. He uses the earnings to buy a shrimping boat in Bayou La Batre,
fulfilling his promise to Bubba. Lieutenant Dan joins Forrest as his first mate, and they initially have very little
success. However, after their boat becomes the only one to survive Hurricane Carmen, they pull in vast amounts of
shrimp and create the profitable Bubba Gump Shrimp Company. Lieutenant Dan acknowledges that Forrest saved
him, however does not actually thank him for saving his life. Dan invests his money in early tech companies on the
stock market, which Forrest mistakes for "some kind of fruit company", and the two become millionaires. Forrest
gives half of his earnings to Bubba's family for having inspired the shrimping venture. Forrest returns home to his
mother and cares for her during her terminal illness from cancer. After she dies, Forrest spends most of his time
volunteering as a gardener at the University of Alabama.



In 1976, Jenny — recovering from years of drugs and abuse — returns to Forrest. One day, the two are walking, and
come across the now-abandoned house of Jenny's father, where Jenny, in a rage, throws all the rocks she can find
at it, until she collapses in anguish. After some time, Forrest proposes to her, but she turns him down, much to
Forrest's dismay. That night, she confesses to Forrest that she does indeed love him. They make love, but Jenny
leaves the next morning. Heartbroken, Forrest, "for no particular reason”, starts running and embarks on a cross-
country marathon, becoming famous for another feat. Forrest starts to garner many followers, some of whom are
struggling businessmen, whom he unwittingly gives inspiration. After a total of about three years and two-and-a half
months running, Forrest decides to end the run, and returns to Greenbow, much to the surprise of his followers.

In 1981, Forrest gets a letter from Jenny, asking him to visit her, which is why he has been waiting at the bus stop.
An old lady informs him that the address is only five/six blocks away, and he rushes off. Forrest again reunites with
Jenny, who has quit abusing drugs and turned her life around. Jenny then introduces him to her young son, Forrest
Gump Jr., revealing that Forrest is his father. Initially shocked at the revelation, Forrest starts to bond with his son.
Jenny later tells Forrest she is sick with "some kind of virus" and the doctors cannot do anything for her. Jenny
proposes marriage to Forrest, which he happily accepts and the three move back to Greenbow. Among their
wedding guests is Lt. Dan, now walking on titanium alloy prosthetics, with his fiancée, a Viethamese woman named
Susan. Jenny succumbs to her illness a year later. Forrest is deeply saddened by her death but becomes a loving,
devoted father to Forrest Jr. as the two engage in activities like ping pong and fishing. Forrest also buys the land
that belonged to Jenny's father and has the house demolished. Lastly, Forrest sees his son off on his first day of
school.

Quick Storyline: Forrest Gump is a simple man with a low 1.Q. but good intentions. He is running through
childhood with his best and only friend Jenny. His 'mama’ teaches him the ways of life and leaves him to choose his
destiny. Forrest joins the army for service in Vietham, finding new friends called Dan and Bubba, he wins medals,
creates a famous shrimp fishing fleet, inspires people to jog, starts a ping-pong craze, creates the smiley, writes
bumper stickers and songs, donates to people and meets the president several times. However, this is all irrelevant
to Forrest who can only think of his childhood sweetheart Jenny Curran, who has messed up her life. Although in
the end all he wants to prove is that anyone can love anyone.—aliw135 IMDb

Cast

Tom Hanks as Forrest Gump: At an early age, Forrest is deemed to have a below-average 1Q of 75. He has an
endearing character and shows devotion to his loved ones and duties, character traits that bring him into many life-
changing situations. Along the way, he encounters many historical figures and events throughout his life. Hanks
also briefly plays Nathan Bedford Forrest in The Birth of a Nation scene.

Michael Conner Humphreys as young Forrest Gump: Hanks revealed in interviews that instead of having Michael
copy his accent, he copied Michael's unique Southern accented drawl into the older character's accent.

Robin Wright as Jenny Curran: Forrest's childhood friend with whom he immediately falls in love, and never stops
loving throughout his life. A victim of child sexual abuse at the hands of her bitterly widowed father, Jenny embarks
on a different path from Forrest, leading a self-destructive life and becoming part of the hippie movement in
California in the 1960s and the following Me Decade's sex and drug culture of the 1970s. She re-enters Forrest's
life at various times in adulthood. Jenny eventually becomes a waitress in Savannah, Georgia, where she lives in
an apartment with her (and Forrest's) son, Forrest Jr. They eventually get married, but soon afterward she dies
from complications due to an unnamed disease. This unknown disease was intended by Winston Groom, the
author of the original novel, to be Hepatitis C, itself an "unknown virus" until defined in April 1989, although some of
the makers of the film have said that they intended for the unknown disease to have been HIV/AIDS.

Hanna R. Hall as young Jenny Curran

Gary Sinise as Lieutenant Dan Taylor: Forrest and Bubba Blue's platoon leader during the Vietnam War, whose
ancestors have died in every U.S. war and who regards it as his destiny to do the same. After losing his legs in an
ambush and being rescued against his will by Forrest, he is initially bitter and antagonistic toward Forrest for
leaving him a "cripple” and denying him his family's destiny, falling into a deep depression. He later serves as
Forrest's first mate at the Bubba Gump Shrimp Company, gives most of the orders, becomes wealthy with Forrest,
and regains his will to live. He ultimately forgives and thanks Forrest for saving his life. By the end of the film, he is
engaged to be married to his fiancée Susan and is sporting "magic legs" — titanium alloy prosthetics that allow him
to walk again.

Mykelti Williamson as Benjamin Buford "Bubba" Blue: Bubba was originally supposed to be the senior partner in
the Bubba Gump Shrimp Company, but due to his death in Vietnam, their platoon leader, Dan Taylor, took his



place. The company posthumously carried his name. Forrest later gave Bubba's mother Bubba's share of the
business. Throughout filming, Williamson wore a lip attachment to create Bubba's protruding lip.

Sally Field as Mrs. Gump: Forrest's mother. Field reflected on the character, "She's a woman who loves her son
unconditionally. ... A lot of her dialogue sounds like slogans, and that's just what she intends."

Haley Joel Osment as Forrest Gump Jr.: Osment was cast in the film after the casting director noticed him in a
1993 Pizza Hut commercial. It was his debut feature film role.

Peter Dobson as Elvis Presley: Although Kurt Russell was uncredited, he provided the voice for Elvis in the scene.

Dick Cavett as himself: Cavett played a de-aged version of himself in the 1970s, with makeup applied to make him
appear younger. Consequently, Cavett is the only well-known figure in the film to play a cameo role rather than be
represented through the use of archival footage like John Lennon or President John F. Kennedy.

Sam Anderson as Principal Hancock: Forrest's elementary school principal.

Geoffrey Blake as Wesley: A member of the SDS group and Jenny's abusive boyfriend

Siobhan Fallon Hogan as Dorothy Harris: The school bus driver who drives Forrest, and later his son, to school
Sonny Shroyer as Coach Paul "Bear" Bryant

Grand L. Bush, Michael Jace, Conor Kennelly, and Teddy Lane Jr. as the Black Panthers

Richard D'Alessandro as Abbie Hoffman

Tiffany Salerno and Marla Sucharetza as "Cunning" Carla and "Long-Limbs" Lenore: a couple of prostitutes that
Forrest and Dan spend a New Year's evening with and later turn away
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