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5 - Title:  Mission Impossible 5  
 

Storyline 

IMF Agent Ethan Hunt intercepts a shipment of nerve gas being moved by 

the Syndicate, a secret consortium of rogue field operatives from various 

intelligence agencies that he has been tracking. Later, at an IMF station in 

London, Ethan's debrief is from the Syndicate itself, indicating that it has 

compromised him and the IMF. While being gassed unconscious, he is forced 

to watch a blonde man wearing glasses executing the station operative. 

 

In Washington D.C., CIA Director Alan Hunley convinces a Senate 

committee to decommission and assimilate the IMF into the CIA due to the 

recent destruction caused in Russia. Ex-IMF agents Benji Dunn and William 

Brandt then begin working for the CIA under strict scrutiny and security due 

to Hunley's suspicions about the Syndicate's existence. Ethan awakes in a 

torture chamber led by ex-KGB agent Janik "Bone Doctor" Vinter. With the 

help of a mysterious woman, he escapes. Six months later, Hunt, who is a 

wanted fugitive, covertly passes information about the Syndicate to Benji, 

and arranges his tickets to Turandot, performed by the Vienna State Opera. 

Upon Benji's arrival in Vienna, Ethan asks him to help track down the blonde 

man who killed the IMF station operative in London. 

 

At the opera, they encounter the woman, later revealed to be an undercover 

MI6 agent, Ilsa Faust, and several other Syndicate agents there to assassinate 

the Chancellor of Austria. Ethan prevents the hit and escapes with Faust, only 

to witness the Chancellor being killed by a car bomb. Chased by Syndicate 

agents, Ethan and Benji are forced to leave Faust to protect her cover. 

Because of their proximity to the Chancellor's assassination, Hunley orders 

the Special Activities Division to capture or, if necessary, execute both Ethan 

and Benji upon sighting. Brandt convinces former IMF agent, Luther 

Stickell, to help him locate both Ethan and Benji before the CIA does. 

Meanwhile, Ethan and Benji find Faust in Casablanca, where she identifies 

Ethan's suspect as the rogue MI6 agent, Solomon Lane, who is now the 

leader of the Syndicate. The three then infiltrate an underwater vault beneath 

a power plant, to retrieve a digital ledger stolen from Lane, that purportedly 

contains the names of all Syndicate operatives. However, Faust flees with the 

data to London and meets her handler, MI6 Chief, Atlee, who discreetly 

deletes the data and forces her to continue her undercover assignment. 

 

Later, Benji and Ethan are found by Stickell and Brandt. It is revealed that 

Benji copied the data from the ledger before giving it to Faust. Stickell 

discovers that the data is an encrypted British government virtual red box that 

requires the biometrics of the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, to 

unlock it. They all travel to London, but Lane's men abduct Benji during the 

team's meeting with Faust at Waterloo station and use him to blackmail 

Ethan into decrypting and delivering the data to him. Despite Brandt's 

protests, Ethan accepts the mission. Brandt secretly reveals their location to 

Hunley. 

 

In Oxford, Hunley, Brandt, and Atlee meet the Prime Minister, who confirms 

that the Syndicate was a secret project proposed by Atlee to recruit former 

intelligence agents and perform missions without oversight, which the 

Minister rejected. Atlee reveals himself as Ethan in a mask; he and Brandt 

secure the Minister's biometrics, allowing Stickell to decrypt the file. When 



 

the real Atlee arrives, Ethan and Brandt force him to admit that he surreptitiously started the Syndicate without the 

Minister's knowledge before Lane hijacked it, after which, Atlee tried to frame Faust. 

 

The file is revealed not to be a list of Syndicate operatives, but access to £2.4 billion, in numerous accounts. Ethan 

destroys the data after deducing that Lane plans to fund the Syndicate with the money. Arriving at the meeting place 

arranged by Lane, Ethan finds Benji, who is strapped to a bomb and wearing a headset and contact lens camera to 

serve as Lane's proxy, alongside Faust. Ethan tells Lane that he has memorized the data and offers himself in exchange 

for Benji's safety. Benji escapes after Lane remotely disarms the bomb, while Ethan and Faust are chased by Vinter's 

men through the Tower of London. Faust kills Vinter while Lane, who pursues Ethan, is lured into a bulletproof glass 

cell and gassed unconscious. Having witnessed an IMF success firsthand, Hunley returns to the Senate committee and 

claims that their previous meeting served as a pretext to help Ethan expose and shut down the Syndicate, convincing 

the committee to restore the IMF. After the meeting, Brandt welcomes Hunley as the new IMF Secretary. 

 

Cast 
Tom Cruise as Ethan Hunt: An agent of the Impossible Mission Force (IMF). 

Jeremy Renner as William Brandt: An IMF Agent and intelligence analyst transferred to the CIA when the IMF is 

disbanded. 

Simon Pegg as Benji Dunn: An IMF technical field agent transferred to the CIA's cyber operations division when the 

IMF is disbanded. 

Rebecca Ferguson as Ilsa Faust: A disavowed MI6 Agent undercover in The Syndicate. 

Ving Rhames as Luther Stickell: An IMF Agent, Ethan's closest friend and computer hacker who retires when the IMF 

is disbanded and returns when Brandt calls him for help finding Hunt. 

Sean Harris as Solomon Lane: An ex-MI6 Agent who became the leader of The Syndicate. 

Simon McBurney as Atlee: MI6 Director and founder of The Syndicate. 

Zhang Jingchu as Lauren: A CIA analyst. 

Tom Hollander as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 

Jens Hultén as Janik "Bone Doctor" Vinter: An ex-KGB Agent turned Syndicate operative and Lane's second-in-

command. 

Alec Baldwin as Alan Hunley: Director of the CIA. 

Hermione Corfield as an IMF agent working at a London record shop who is killed by Lane 

Additional cast includes Robert Maaser as Richter, a KSA agent turned Syndicate operative assigned to kill Ilsa if she 

fails to kill the Chancellor; Wolfgang Stegemann as Kagan, a Mossad agent turned Syndicate operative who fights 

Hunt at the Vienna State Opera; Alec Utgoff as the crewman of the A400 cargo plane carrying nerve gas; Mateo 

Rufino and Fernando Abadie as low-level Chechen separatists piloting the A400; and Rupert Wickham as the Austrian 

chancellor. 

 
Parents Guide 

Certification  

Argentina:13  Australia:M  Austria:12  Brazil:14  Canada:PG (Alberta)  Canada:PG (British Columbia)  Canada:13+ (Quebec)  

Chile:TE+7  Colombia:12  Czechia:12 (original rating)  Denmark:11  Ecuador:12 (self-applied)  Egypt:13+ (self-applied)  

Finland:K-12  France:Tous publics  Germany:12  Hong Kong:IIA  Hungary:16  Iceland:12  India:UA  Indonesia:17+ (self-

applied)  Ireland:12A  Israel:ALL  Italy:T  Japan:G  Lithuania:N-13  Malaysia:P13  Mexico:B  Netherlands:12  New Zealand:M  

Norway:15 (cinema rating)  Philippines:PG-13  Poland:12 (self-applied)  Portugal:M/12  Russia:16+  Singapore:PG13  South 

Africa:13  South Korea:15  Spain:12  Spain:12 (ICAA)  Sweden:15  Switzerland:12  Taiwan:R-12  Thailand:13  Turkey:13A 

(self-applied)  United Kingdom:12A  United Kingdom:12 (DVD rating)  United States:PG-13 (certificate #49902)  United Arab 

Emirates:PG-15 (self-applied)  Vietnam:C16 

 

Sex & Nudity –Mild  Violence & Gore – Moderate, Profanity – Mild,  Alcohol, Drugs & Smoking – None,   Frightening & 

Intense Scenes – Moderate 

 

MPAA Rated PG-13 for sequences of action and violence, and brief partial nudity  
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The Impossible Missions of Ethan Hunt 

Mission: Impossible Films:  * On Paragon Shelf 

• * Mission: Impossible (1996) 

• * Mission: Impossible II (2000) 

• * Mission: Impossible III (2006) 

• * Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol (2011) 

• * Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation (2015) 

• Mission: Impossible - Fallout (2018) 
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