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1 - Title:  Dr Who – Fifth Series - Complete 
 

Storyline 

The sixth series of British science fiction television programme Doctor Who was shown in two parts. The first seven 

episodes were broadcast from April to June 2011, beginning with "The Impossible Astronaut" and ending with mid-

series finale "A Good Man Goes to War". The final six episodes aired from August to October, beginning with "Let's 

Kill Hitler" and ending with "The Wedding of River Song". The main series was preceded by "A Christmas Carol", the 

2010 Christmas special. The series was led by head writer and executive producer Steven Moffat, alongside executive 

producers Beth Willis and Piers Wenger. Sanne Wohlenberg, Marcus Wilson, and Denise Paul served as producers. 

The series was the sixth to air following the programme's revival in 2005 after the classic era aired between 1963 and 

1989, and is the thirty-second season overall. 

 

The series stars Matt Smith as the eleventh incarnation of the Doctor, an alien Time Lord who travels through time and 

space in his TARDIS, a spacecraft whose exterior resembles a British police box. It also stars Karen Gillan and Arthur 

Darvill as his companions, newlyweds Amy Pond and Rory Williams. Alex Kingston also returns as River Song, a 

mysterious woman from the Doctor's future who is revealed throughout the series to be Amy and Rory's part-Time 

Lord daughter and the Doctor's wife. In addition to Song, the series continues story threads from the fifth series, most 

notably the Silence and the cause of the TARDIS exploding in "The Big Bang". 

 

Cast                                            
The series introduced the Eleventh Doctor, played by Matt Smith. This followed the departure of David Tennant as the 

Tenth Doctor, who left the show to help ease the transition from Davies to Moffat. Smith's agent called him, 

suggesting that he audition for the role. Moffat wanted to cast a middle-aged actor, "young enough to run but old 

enough to look wise". When Smith was the third person to audition the production team knew "[they] had their man", 

although he was 26 years old. The producers were cautious about casting Smith because they felt that a 26-year-old 

actor could not play the Doctor; although BBC Head of Drama and executive producer Piers Wenger agreed, he said 

that Smith was capable enough to play the part. According to Moffat, Smith did not appear youthful. Smith's casting 

was announced during an episode of the Doctor Who companion show Doctor Who Confidential, when he described 

the role as "a wonderful privilege and challenge that I hope I will thrive on". 

 

Karen Gillan was cast as Amy Pond, the Doctor's companion. Casting director Andy Pryor suggested Gillan to Moffat 

after her performance in the fourth series episode "The Fires of Pompeii" (when she played a soothsayer), but Moffat 

originally considered her "short and dumpy". He later called her "exactly right for the role", although she played the 

character differently from the way it was originally written. Gillan auditioned for the role in her (natural) Scottish 

accent and an English one, and after she was cast it was decided that Amy would be Scottish. Gillan felt that the 

Scottish accent better suited her character. A young version of Amy (Amelia) was played by Gillan's 10-year-old 

cousin, Caitlin Blackwood, in the first and last episodes. The actresses had not met until the show but, although 

Blackwood had to audition, Gillan recommended her for the role. Blackwood and Gillan appeared together in "The 

Big Bang", which Gillan initially found "weird" (although the actresses quickly got used to it). 

 

Alex Kingston, who played River Song in the Series 4 episodes "Silence in the Library" and "Forest of the Dead", 

reprised her role in the two-part stories "The Time of Angels" and "Flesh and Stone" and "The Pandorica Opens" and 

"The Big Bang". Although Kingston did not expect to return, Moffat always intended for River to return to the series. 

Arthur Darvill appeared in seven episodes as Rory Williams, Amy's fiancé, and was a companion in six of the 

episodes. Darvill had worked with Smith on a play, Swimming with Sharks. He received two scenes from the first 

episode and one from the sixth for his audition, but (except for Rory being Amy's boyfriend) he was not informed of 

the character's details. Moffat noted "just how funny" Darvill was during his audition. The actor felt "privileged" to be 

part of the show, and was pleased with Rory's storyline. Guest stars in the series included Olivia Colman, James 

Corden, Annette Crosbie, Tony Curran, Iain Glen, Daisy Haggard, Terrence Hardiman, Toby Jones, Helen McCrory, 

Neve McIntosh, Ian McNeice, Stephen Moore, Lucian Msamati, Bill Nighy, Sophie Okonedo, Bill Paterson, Alex 

Price, Robert Pugh, Nia Roberts, Meera Syal and Nina Wadia. 
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Matt Smith was cast as the Eleventh 
Doctor and Karen Gillan was cast as 

his companion, Amy Pond. 



Parental Guidance 

Certification 

Argentina:13  Australia:PG (Most episodes)  Australia:M (some episodes)  Brazil:10  Brazil:12  Canada:PG  Canada:G (Quebec)  Finland:K-11 

(DVD)  France:Tous publics  Germany:12  Germany:16 (season 2)  India:U  India:12+ (self-applied)  Ireland:G (some episodes)  Israel:13 (self-

applied)  Italy:T  Japan:G  Netherlands:9 (season 8)  Netherlands:6 (some episodes)  New Zealand:PG (some episodes)  New Zealand:M (some 

episodes)  Norway:12 (Netflix self-rating)  Poland:12  Russia:16+  Singapore:PG (series 1 to 3)  Singapore:PG13 (series 5, series 6, series 7 part 

1)  Singapore:NC16 (series 8)  South Africa:13 (some episodes)  South Korea:15  Spain:13 (Netflix)  Sweden:7+ (self-applied)  United 

Kingdom:U  United Kingdom:PG (most episodes)  United Kingdom:U (one episode)  United Kingdom:12 (some episodes)  United States:TV-

PG  United States:Not Rated (DVD rating)  United States:TV-Y7-FV (some episodes, some airings)  United Arab Emirates:12 (self-applied) 

 

Sex & Nudity – None, Violence & Gore- Mild, Profanity- Mild,  Alcohol, drugs & smoking- None,  Frightening & Intense Scenes - 

Moderate 

 

   

 



 
 

Supplemental Episodes… 

Two scenes were filmed for the Complete Fifth Series box set, revealing what happened between pairs of regular 

episodes. The first scene is set between "The Eleventh Hour" and "The Beast Below", and the second is set between 

"Flesh and Stone" and "The Vampires of Venice". 

 



 
The Doctors: 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
William Hartnell (1963-66)             Paterick Troughton (1966-69)     Jon Pertwee (1970-74)               Tom Baker (1974-81) 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Davison (1982-84)         Colin Baker (1984-86)                Sylvester McCoy (1987-89)     Paul McGann (1996)                 Christoper Eccleston (2005) 
 

               

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
David Tennant (2005-2010)      Matt Smith (2010-2013)             Peter Capaldi (2013-2017)       Jodie Whittaker (1028-2022)   David Tennant (2023) 
 

 
 

 So Far!..... 
 
          2023 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Ncuti Gatwa (2024-) 

 
 

 

    

     

     

 

http://paragon.myvnc.com/DVD-Collection/dvdportal3.html


 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Wiki 

How many actors have played The Doctor? 

19 actors have played the role of The Doctor so far. 

 

While there are officially 15 numbered Doctors, due to alternative versions of the character as 

mentioned in the list above, there have actually been 19 different incarnations of the Time Lord over 

the years. 

 

This list is specific to the TV show however and doesn’t take into account spin-off material, such as the 

1965/66 films where actor Peter Cushing played the protagonist. 
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